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fact, show it as a vaulted building and also provide

c. it stood roofless. 19th c. sources, 1n

evidence for its history at that period. |
“History of the Georgian Hierarchy” (1826, in

of his journey (1826) still mention the buildin

1827, the roofing still existed, but was deteriorated, whi'le the _ _
sent by Nikoloz, Abbot of Gelati, to Sopronios, Archbishop of Imereti, makes it clear that

one slope (presumably, northern) of the roofing had collapsed; the same situation 1s seen in
1829, while on 19 April 1830, Abbot asked Archbishop to send an engineer to arrange roofing
of the monastic structures. These works were actually undertaken, although w.lthoiut the In-
volvement of an engineer, but not on the academy building (all documents mention it as “didi
palate” — refectory). In 1833, a special commission had elaborated a document concerning
repairs of roofs for 5 buildings of the monastery, which confirms that the academy building
still had the roofing and was to be renovated using shingle, but this was not done. Roofing
of the academy building seems for the great part preserved on the drawing by F. Dubois de
Montpereux (15.08.1833). The document dating to 1838 also mentions it as not ruined, while
the “palace of Catholicos” is indicated as ruined in the same document.

Gelati academy building seems likely to be implied among those “palati” (structures), roof-
ing of which is requested by Hegumenos Svimeon from the same Archbishop Sopronos.

The same request was sent by Metropolitan David, head of the Imereti Diocese to the public
governor of Georgia — Imereti; after the renovation of the churches (further to this request),
it was Hegumenos Svimeon, who requested roofing of the Gelati academy building from
Metropolitan David (19.03.1847 and 7.10.1847). Hegumenos considered roofing of the acad-
emy building with timber, but the timber material obtained for these purposes was lost due
to the death of Svimeon (26.08.1852) and only the academy porch was roofed; the academy
building was not cleaned tfrom the debris of the collapsed roofing — this was done only by the

expeditions of 1939 and 1945.

Russian) and Eduard Eichwald’s description

o as roofed. As evidenced by the record of
letter dating to 6 March 1828,
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