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™. @abRags, Jnmanbol sggmenmaoas, Jno. 2007, ag. 112-113, 150-151.
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(15 0360L0-30 5330b@m) Bs@oMHgdaemo sGgmermaon®o badndomgdol 56356080, bgmbaodgdwmo, Jnm. 2007, 33. 16-19.



} S&JIAMCMB0

0bg39 Omamz bagdomadomolb Lbgowabbgs
MdobDg, Godeal 0bGgMogmbs o gdbdg-
0g6da in situ dpgmdatigmdsada o3zmgnmos
dg. 6. VIII-VII Lb-ob gam@aeamo ggbs,
m3mob boddmoghg Dma sanmgddo bad
89987 50b73L. Bgbsda gogbomgdmemas
bob dgenm@o o Bbmma boggdmdgdal 6o-
39ggd0560 mabob docdedgdals 3m330g8-
60 amggda (854boBsem@a boddmaoghg me
89@modwg. Lyy@. 4). WG Jgdmbgggzeda ©o-
LEgORS J30b ghoMogs 3mgmemdy se-
doMorgma -bab 6oggdmbdoms bodmgda, Moy
domDg adgosma dgdmbggges o3 gd3mgal
3Mbg@a B6odmbobmamgdabsmgal s dg-
bodmmo oo gobboggmcgdgm (bognm@m)

©o60dnmgdadgz domomnmgdeg.

08 3mb@gdb@3o LEmasm asbbsgzmommg-
b 86093bgmmdsl 0dgbb dsmgsdgdals

36m3z80 508mBgbamo mabal 8o a58ma-
BgoMa (5b360b Jobos@mEmmo Joboszgdabs
5 mobabagg bodggwsogal 653mgda (L. 5).
3G 396530 ©d domgsdgdol gfm-
39330(3 IMsgmo@ 50dmRbes dg. 6. | smsb-
Brgmmal | BobggFom @osmsmamgdamo

BomBmgmmynmgdosbo ©s 3obgrymg-
d00bo gnegmgdob bo@gbgdo (L. 6).

9b6gmmom-206936abgombs g9bs s Babs-
1996803960 bobab Bodmbabmmama badmdsg-
R (350239 30MYJBeo g3erggel bogommgdl.
6 Jamemang@o g3egzeb drgase @oeag-
Bomons, HmI dogMo@ob Godfal dndgdamg
&9f0@mE0sdg (oM Jogmalb gmes”) bags-
magm (3bmgmgdal smBogmmdol sbagmo g@o-
30 aBygdes ob. 6. -1V bom 316998000056.

ob. B. IV b-30 m@ g@ods@ v3gdma (30bg-
Joemadal 396@ o Boborndo ng, bLowa(s
mgb doa@o@ab @odomn mash, dgbogds
©0©0 dBmob Ledbagnsbo dsbaemags (L. 7).
8oybgmagam 08abs, Mm3 dabaemazal seg-
39 @3basbgdmmo 3gmagdal Jbmgomo dma-
©936m g3mggdal Leddgbgdmm ggbgdamas
300xsMmo, dmbg@bos dobo  g9a3d0l
393369 © 0b@gFogmalb Imbymdals (30em3g-
9o 926G gdob godmgzgme.

doDomogs a9adsda Bag@dgmgdamo 8sMo-
310bgol gm@dobss. BHmammgmabs ©o
LadbAgmol bomgdy GogboMgdamoas oo-
bommmema LEm® gmobs 3065d96980. RMma-
mmgoab 80653960 m@BsBomnsbas: babsor-
ma30 (8,8X5,28.) o 85bdy mabogmgonwasb
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693M9bab bodomadomdy aodmgmgboema IV
b-0b dsDomogal bognGmbggmal 8mbs339-
o0’ Logn@obggmolb 3mbsjzgmal sbgoma
3mbymds bdoMow @abEMgds AMmommgm
LoMoobs s 3omgbBnbal, 0dz0omar dgbm -
3m@Eodoobs s 9a303@0b sMnbrgm dsbo-

moggddy’.

6 6. dob@adg, 30gbob Bsgomsgsmdy 3odmgemgborma odnan@ab g3mgboob @smstomgdabsmgal, dogdsbo, Ne19, md. 2010, 3. 202-220;
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ARCHEOLOGICAL RESEARCHES AT BAGRATI CATHEDRAL

OMAR LANCHAVA, ROLAND ISAKADZE

ore then one and a half century has
passed since the time when ar-
cheological sites and monuments
located in Kutaisi and its surroundings came
under the special interest of scholars. As a result
of archaeological excavations carried out in
1963-1965 and 1984-2009 several sites of
Eneolithic, Early Bronze, Early Antique, Hellenis-
tic pre-Christian and medieval epochs were

revealed within the area.

The remains of the ancient settlement of Kutaisi,
central section of which was excavated through-
out the period of 2003-2009 within the scope
of the Project for Reconstruction of Bagrati
cathedral, heave revealed that the territories of
the interior and exterior of the monument
contained rich archeological material indica-
ting to the existence of the first settlements as
early as in the Eneolithic and Early Bronze Ages.
The following 3 meter-strong cultural layer
dated back to the 8-7-th centuries BC contained
remains of timber architecture plastered with
clay,shreds of Colchic pottery, a small statue of
some domestic animal (ram?) and an ancient

seal.

A rectangular in shape large basilica of the 4-th
century was the first Christian cult structure
built on the plot of late time Bagrati cathedral.
It had three annexes, two of which - a baptizing

room and another space were attached from

the north and on more room was added from
the south. The structure had a rectangular
narthex on the west. Both the altar and pasto-
phoriums have rectangular configuration. It
seems that sometime in the turn of 5-6-th
centuries, when the west Georgian Kingdome
of Egrisi was subjugated to the almighty Iranian
Empire a structure comprising either four or
five rooms was built within the basilica interior.
One of those rooms apparently was used for
fire worshiping - it still bears the trace of
perpetual fire. In the second quarter of the 6-th
century the basilica underwent considerable
alterations: northern wall and narthex were
rebuilt, rectangular stone columns were inclu-
ded in the naos/nave and basilica floor was
added made of high quality hydraulic solution.
The structure was destructed sometime in the
second half of the 6-th century, apparently as a
part of costs paid during the Great War

between Iran and Byzantium.

New basilica was constructed on the founda -
tion of an old one. This event should have taken
place in the 7-th century, during or soon after
the ride of the Byzantine emperor Heracles.
However this structure was also destructed in
the 30-es of the 8-th century as a result of
punitive ride of the Arabs. Some time later, in
the second half of the 8-th century the basilica
was restored under the King of Abkhazs Leon

Il, when the naves were widened and divided

by the cross-shaped columns, rectangular arms
were attached to the main building from the
north and south, a narthex was renewed by the
neatly hewn masonry and the horseshoe-
shaped apses were inscribed into the external
rectangle. Bagrati Cathedral, built in the turn of
10-11-th centuries, in fact is a structure
obtained thorough the fundamental recon-
struction of its predecessor- the basilica rebuilt

and reconstructed by King Leon II.

Up to one hundred graves of different periods
were found during the excavations. The 50-th
tomb plastered with lime solution is the most
interesting of all of them. This grave was cut
sometime at the fall of the 8-th century, when
a 25-30 years old lady was buried in Kutaisi
church. She was lain stretched, face up, with
the left upper extremity located at the neck
area and the right one at the area of pelvis, legs
crossed; right over the left one. Numerous
grave goods found there are as follows: golden
and silver bracelets adorned with different
gemstones, golden temple-rings, golden pen-
dants with plique-a-jour ornamentation, golden

rings with turquoise and garnet gemstones, etc.

The final stage of excavations planned for the
nearest future will be helpful in understanding
of all details related to the most accurate
specification of startigraphy of construction

layers and their exact dating. ®
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ARCHEOLOGICAL RESEARCHES
AT GELATI AND MOTSAMETA MONASTERIES

OMAR LANCHAVA, ROLAND ISAKADZE

ithin the scope of preparation of

Gelati Monastery Rehabilitation

Project archaeological and geo-
logical exploratory trenches were cut on the
territory of the 12-th century monastery during
2007 and 2008 field seasons. They particularly
were applied around the main temple, next to
St. George church, in the interior of the
Academy building, in the western yard of the
main temple, around the structures located
next to King David the Builder's tomb and
along the stone wall. As a result, several
construction layers earlier then the monastery
itself were revealed, their stratigraphy and
chronology cleared out, all archaeologically
sensitive areas defined and the sections of

possible future excavations selected.

Following completion of the monastery reha-
bilitation design the interior of the academy
building and a plot adjoining to its exterior
from the north were excavated in 2008 and

2009. Most part of the academy interior was

SR bt |,

designed as a classroom with wide authentic
desks arranged in rows. Its floor was made of
lame mortar applied over the smoothed rocky
surface and clay ground. A room was excavated
in the northern part of the basement level of
the building, apparently used as a storage or a
vine cellar. The wooden floor separated this
space from the upper floor- the academy
classroom. A door cut through the northern
wall of the wine cellar lead to the arched
corridor excavated in the exterior of the
academy building. It connected the wine cellar
with several other auxiliary facilities. In the 16-
th century the academy complex underwent
considerable changes. Its initial destination was
altered by that time and it was transformed into
the refectory. In the following century the wine
cellar and the arched corridor were abolished.
A new vine storing area was arranged outdoors
and a vaulted space had appeared instead of
the earlier store room. This new one was
apparently used as a cool-box with the only

access through the round in shape manhole

covered with lid. Remains of the 19-th century
mud- brick and timber constructions were
revealed at the upper layers of the excavated
area, coupled with some leftovers a mill and of
an ancient potable water supply system one
section of which was renewed in the first

decade of the 20-th century.

An early medieval fortified settlement contai-
ning there major sections was discovered du-
ring the small scale archeological excavations
carried out in 2009 on the territory of Motsa-
menta Monastery. Bolnisi- type cross with even
arms and huge cube masonry revealed on the
excavated territory made possible to prelimi-
nary date the remains back to the 5-6-th
centuries AD. This should be the very place
referred to in original Georgian annals as “the
fortified settlement of Tskaltsiteli” (Motsameta
of later times) that apparently can be equated
with the “Ukimerioni Fortress”mentioned in the

narration of Procopius of Caesarea. B
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ANCIENT ROMAN MONUMENTS EXCAVATED

AT GONIO-APSARUS IN RESENT YEARS

SHOTA MAMULADZE

article deals with the

e remains of the Ancient

Roman structures dated

back to the I-lll cc AD and with the artifacts
revealed during the archeological excavations

at Goio-Apsarus Fortress undertaken during

the recent years.

Remains of a bath house - therma, a military
barrack of the garrison, a praetorium, several
residential and public houses and storing fa-
cilities unearthed inside the fortress, coupled
with well preserved pipe-work used for potable
water supply and sewage systems are the

discoveries of Roman architecture being most

SR bt |,

accurately considered in the article. The asso-
ciated and supporting artifacts, such as pottery
shreds, several samples of red-polished cera -
mics, glassware, metal produce and currency
discovered during the archaeological excava-
tions carried out in the recent field seasons are

also considered within the paper.

Based on those finds and the notes preserved in
chronicles it became obvious that the Roman
garrisons detached to the Gonio-Apsarus fortress
to serve their dusted during the first century AD
were basically supplied from the eastern Medi -
terranean regions and western provinces of the

Roman Empire. However, from the early second

century AD the channels of supply were altered
fundamentally and southern black sea cities of
Sinop, Amos, Trabzon, Heraclea and others beca-
me the basic points of supply for the Roman units
based in Gonio-Apasrus, though historical con-
tacts with the eastern Mediterranean were being

maintained as well, but they became less intense.

It is a proven fact that in the second half of
fourth century AD the Romans had abandoned
the fortress and most probably it had been
remaining empty for around the following two
centuries, until the period when the Byzantine
troops have seized the legacy of their ancestors

in the 30-ies of the sixth century AD. B
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ON REHABILITATION OF SO-CALLED “SAPLAVZEDA”"
CHURCH OF NEKRESY MONASTERY COMPLEX

GIA CHANISHVILI - NODAR BAKHTADZE - MIKHEIL GELASHVILI

Nekresi Monastery is si -
e tuated in Georgia, Kva-
reli area. According to
the historical sources it was founded in the 6™
century by St. Abibos Nekreseli, who had come

from Siria and was the follower of early Chris-

tian ascetic ideas.

This monastic ensemble includes miniature
building which visually resembles basilica. Se-
veral decades ago famous Georgian art histo -
rians, taking into consideration the archaic
planning of this building, came to conclusion

that it was one of the oldest Georgian Church

R N i

and was dated from 4th- century, though the
time of building and its function are still being

discussed by the Georgian scientists.

Archaeological researches have revealed the
ancient foundation of the building that stands
on the pedestal with the complicated system
of the tombs. The largest and the most impor-
tant of these tombs is the crypta, where there
are chambers cut in the floor, wich are full of

remains of deceased monks.

Buildings of such structure have a lot of paral-

lels with the architecture of the Eastern Chris-

tian monasteries, where they are known as
Memorial Chapels. Nekresi Chapel might have
had the same function and it couldn’t have
been built earlier than the 6th- century, when
the monastery itself was founded. Such dating
coincides with the materials that belong to the
6th-9th- centuries and were revealed by the

archaeological researches.

Now Nekresi Monastery is being restored. Besi-
des the chapel mentioned previously, the com-
plex consists of a 6th century three-nave basilica,
an 8 9t century domed church, an Episcopal

mansion and other structures belonging to it. B
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SAINT KVIRIKE AND IVLITA’S CHURCH

IN DRANETI VILAGE

GIORGI LAGHIASHVILI - GIORGI PATASHURI

abandoned village of

e Dranetiis located on the

right bank of Trone ravi-

ne that is the part of Iriga River Gorge, in a close
proximity of the modern village of Alrxeevka,
(Tetritskaro Municipality), on the plane located on
the southern slope of Bedeni Mountain, water-
sheds of Algeti and Ktsia river catchments basins,
at the approaches to Trialeti plateau. The church
located in the village is the focal point of our inte-
rest. Apparently its initial layers can be dated back
to the 10-th century, however considerable resto -
ration and refurbishment of the church was car-

ried out sometime in the turn of the 14-th century.

Nowadays the church is heavily damaged. The
current year has been devoted to preliminary
activities that included preparation of restoration

project documentation. As a result of archaeolo -

R N i

gical excavations eastern part of the church annex
was cleaned. Two of the finds were the most
valuable - the cross-stone column adorned with
ornamentation dated back to the 6-7- th centuries
AD and a silver icon-lamp produced in the 13-th
century AD. The inscription engraved on the icon-
lamp reads that the church has been built in the

name of St. Kvirike and Ivlita.

The prepared project envisages full-scale resto-
ration and rehabilitation of the church. This
intention is relatively easy to fulfill as far as all
essential details of the church have fortunately
been spared. It should be highlighted that the
restored church will not replicate initial features
of the 10-th century structure. As it has already
been mentioned the building underwent
several rounds of restoration and the latest of

construction layers will serve as a sample to be

followed. Despite the cornice masonry revealed
in place is of later times it still will be regarded

as the original.

According to the project documentation the
church coating and cornice masonry will be
restored by the authentic rock — the Algeti tuff.
The facing stone should necessarily be hand-
hewn as far as all the survived slabs are neatly
hewn. Application of this methodology will
assure full compatibility of the restored sec-

tions with the original parts of the church.

As for the annex, it will be restored only par-
tially, meaning its western section in particular,
while the eastern section will be consolidated,
conservation layer will be applied and finally
the whole annex will be covered with tempo-

rary roofing. B
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ARCHAEOLOGY FOR SCHOOLS

NANA KHVITSIANI

istory of the town of Mtskheta counts

more then 23 centuries, but the

earliest traces of human activities
within the area can be traced down to the early
3-rd millennium BC. The place called “Samtavro”
bears doubtless proofs of the prehistoric past —
thanks to the burial ground with the earliest
graves dated by the Middle Bronze Age and the
remains of the Late-Bronze - Early Iron Age
ancient settlement it is one of the most
important and interesting sites of country’s
cultural heritage. On this very place - Samtavro
Valley a special educational programme for

high school students has been launch recently

called “Archaeology for Schools”. The experien-
ced professional archaeologists and their young
assistants lead the Programme the first dozen
sessions of which was successful beyond the

expectations.

Five “archaeological fields” have been prepa-
red within the programme scope, two of
which are arranged for mails and two for fe -
males each “containing” grave goods com-
mon for different prehistoric and historical
periods. The Programme crew would like to
take an opportunity and express special

acknowledgements to Mr. Giorgi Pachkoria, a

LOOLRD

professional ceramist who prepared and
produced all imitations of ancient pottery; to
Mr. Mamuka Chokhonelidze of “Legend ” Ltd
where all metal item copies and imitations
were made; to Mr. Sergo and Ramaz Obola-
shvili of “Nexofi” Ltd, who were very helpful
throughout the whole process of implemen-

tation of our cherished “child.”

On this stage participation in the Programme
requires advance booking. For details please
visit the website of the National Agency for
Preservation of Cultural Heritage of Georgia -

www.heritagesites.ge W
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THE EXHIBITION AT THE GREAT MTSKHETA STATE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM-RESERVE

“MTSKHETA - THE ANCIENT CAPITAL OF GEORGIA”

NICKOLOZ MAISURASHVILI

important artifacts coming
from the territory of the Great
Mtskheta, weather excava-

ted, found by chance during ground works or
purchased are presented on the exhibition
that coves vast period of time from Forth
Millennium BC till the 10-12-th centuries AD.

The section devoted to the earliest period of
the history, that is to the Forth Millennium BC
is presented by obsidian, flint, stone and bone

tools.

The sections, devoted to Early, Middle and
Late Bronze Ages as well as the transitional
Late Bronze-Early Iron Age are rich in different
pottery produce of various use, bronze and
iron tools and armor, several items of ritual
destination, items of clothes, necklaces and

adornment/jewelry, etc.

The Antique Era section is presented by the
items common for the period - various and
numerous pottery, glassware, ritual items, beau-

tiful adornment and jewelry, other artifacts, etc.

Daily used pottery and clay vessels necessary
for economic activities are the basic artifacts
presented at the Early Middle Ages section of
the exhibition.

The Museum-Reserve is very proud of some
really unique artifacts presented in the exhibi-
tion halls. The most noteworthy of them are clay
toy-horses on wheels dated back to the 15-14-
th cc BC coming from one of the tombs of Tse -
rovani burial ground, a hearth with anthropo-
morphic figures dated back to the 8-7-th
centuries BC found on the Late-Bronze-Early-
Iron Age ancient settlement of Samtavro;
rather numerous collection of the clay seals of

the 8-7-th centuries BC found within the re-

mains of Narekvavi ancient settlement; a clay
sculpture of “anthropos”- a chance find from
Tsitsamuri dated back to 1-st century AD; tin
figurine of a praying man from Karsniskhevi
ancient settlement (2-3 centuries AD); a shell
cosmetics tray with an engraved image of the
sun temple found on Baiatkhevi burial ground
(Il ¢ AD), several samples of small bronze
plastics of highest artistic value, such as Me-
sopotamian-type bronze axe of the 18-16-th
centuries BC —an accidental find from Natakh-
tari, an ornamented bronze ritual belt coming
from Satovle-Nabaghrebi burial ground of the
8-7-th century BC; a bathilum accidentally
found in Tsitsamuri dated back to the 1-st
century BC and others. The exhibition offers
details of ancient architecture — column bases
and capitals of the 3-rd century AD and
samples of epigraphic monuments in Ancient

Greek coming from Armaztsikhe. l

N N Sk

ANCIEN

55



LOSLRD

J("16 BImMIbUIY

9 d0dMBI6Y

LSO BV6GAN6LNL NLAMANIT 3I6JIIIA(

Bemol 18 350bb bdg-
3o6630600L ab@m-
Goge 39dgynddo

LOgHMNIIMELM EEgLMSL ©s393d0Mgdom
Ro@omms 3mbggmgbsns mgdadyg — smgd-
Lobomg yobdgaolb 398mJ3g0gds ©s bggal
90bmamogns. s3Mgm3g dmgbym go3mgzgbs
dmbggg 398m7J3gms 653¢dg36gdabs, Mm-
dgmo(s bggolb abBmEoabs s ymaze-(3bmg-
61930b 6039dgdb sbobaogl.

0mbobdagdadn Imbabomgmdal mgdmmmdo-
696 Mo0mbal Dmaswbegebdsbsmegdmem bgm-
mgdo, sgfgmgg 6dobos amos FoMmmal
Lobgmmdal  g0865boalb  3gmoamggdo o
8mbbagmggda.

3mbxgMb30obg Dgdmombadbyma 0gds
Bongnmbs 39dgmdals 3936096-01565836m-
8gm3s eogems bymgmoadgd. 9g8wga aondam-
0o otom obgnbos, Mo 8mbbagmggdda
358mb3gmmds owds nb@gmgbds gobada-
M.

358mgygbady Bom3mmagbomo aym 8mbgzg
bgmm356930L: mmbo BdsMgmmol, mbstin
BogmomEol, @856 bygsdgomob, gommo
3o0byMadol s 35656s byymgmoadal 6534y~
g369d0. gb 65843936 d0 nym danomss©
Bogdomamds s mgds.

dmmmb mmbobdogds 3mbggnco bodmgg-
300 LB gB663nbEal BmbBsgmg-sbarmasbm-
mdab babmal gmamboms gme genm@amads
06Lo3dmIs goggzomadabs. M



LOOLRD

STEPANTSMINDA HISTORICAL MUSEUM

conference named “Alexandre Kaz-
begi’s Original Works and Ethnology
of the Historical Province of Khevi”,
organized by Stepantsminda Historical Muse-
um was held on 18-th of May - the Internatio -
nal Museum’s Day. In parallel to the main
speech delivered by the museum staff member,
Ms Leila Khulelidze, a temporary exhibition of

original works of modern artists — residents of

Khevi was opened that day. Works of Lozi
Chkareulki, Donari Tsiklauri, Tamar Sujashvili,
Giuli Maisuradze and Manana Khulelidze reflec-
ting different aspects of history and ethnology

of our region were exhibited.

Active participation of secondary school students
and teachers in discussions related to several

local rights and customs considered in the main

speech was regarded as the essential success of
our undertaking and as the doubtless proof of

the interest the basic speech has been meat with.

A concert of folk songs was organized as well,
given in the evening as the final part of the
conference. Public was deeply touched by the
high class of performance of the girls chorus of

the purples house of Stepantsminda. B
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NATIONAL AGENCY FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE
PRESERVATION OF GEORGIA
INNOVATIONS ON THE AGENCY'’S SITES

PETRE DGEBUADZE

ollowing the reforms carried out in the

country in the sphere of cultural heritage

management, several museums and mu-
seum-reserves became subjects to the National
Agency for Preservation of Cultural Heritage of
Georgia. Assurance of their compatibility with
new requirements and realities has become one
of the major aspects of the Agency’s agenda .
Increase of openness and accessibility of the
museums for broader public and shift of the
main focus towards educational and social
programs is one of the basic features of that new

approach in the management of the establish-

ments in charge of preservation of cultural
heritage. Arrangement of a new tourist informa-
tion and marketing centre at the Great Mtskheta
State Archaeological Museum-Reserve and its
equipment with touch screens - those easy
means of getting information on all more or less
important monuments of cultural heritage
throughout the country including notices on
who to get to them, inclusion of Samtavro Burial
Ground in tourist itinerary and launch of Children
Archaeology Programme there are direct out-
comes of that striving for innovations. So every

visitor, weather local or foreigner is more then

welcome to get all necessary information about
our sites. We have also planned a good deal of
work to be carried out the next year basically
focused on provision of new infrastructural
elements at Gonio and Petra Museum-Reserves
that hopefully will be both educative and
entertaining for the tourists. We also expect that
the newly opened marketing space at Mtskheta
Museum that offers several souvenirs and new
publications will hopefully return some nice
memories in our guests of visiting Georgia’s
museums and museum-resorts we try to make

more interesting and attractive for them. l
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UPLISTSIKHE HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL

MUSEUM-RESERVE

RECONSTRUCTION OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE

NANA KHVITSIANI

plistsikhe is one of the most popular

sites throughout the country with

nearly the highest number of visitors
coming up to several tenths of thousands of
either local tourists or guests from abroad visiting
the site all the year round. This circumstance
makes upgrading of infrastructural elements of
the site the extremely topical issue. Except the
centuries-old monument itself only a small mu-
seum building exists nowadays that offers the
exhibition of items found on-site.

Following the order of the National Agency for

Preservation of Cultural Heritage of Georgia a
Project has been drawn that will assure creation
of an attractive environment after its implemen -
tation and will provide pleasant conditions for
visitors looking for relaxation, entertainments
and knowledge improvement. According to the
Project the visitor centre and conference hall will
be constructed close to the entrance on the site
territory, the network of walkways will cover the
entire territory of the complex, handrails and
stairs will be provided wherever necessary, etc.

The Visitors Centre located across the main walkway

contains the box-office, the guide/docent centre,
security post, snack-bar/cafeteria and souvenir/gift
shop. On their way back visitors will be able to getin
the museum and see the exposition that contains
the mostimportantitems found during the archae-
ological excavations carried out on the territory of
the site. After walking through the exhibition of
stone artifacts and inscriptions on stone slabs
arranged on the amphitheater scene in front of the
museum entrance all who wishes to support further
development of the site are more then welcome to

visit gift/souvenir shop and cafeteria. ll
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS AT GHALIA
MOTHER OF GOD MONASTERY- CYPRUS (20062010 FIELD SEASONS)

JULON GAGOSHIDZE - DAVID MINDORASHVILI - GIORGI GAGOSHIDZE

long-standing interest of

e Georgian scholars towards

the Georgian monastery

of Ghalia located on Cyprus constantly increasing
from the 60-es of the last century was to some
extent satisfied by Georgian scientist Mr. Vakhtang

Jobadgze, citizen of the USA, who was first to come

across the ruins of the monastery in 1981.

Theidea of archaeological research of the monastery
was articulated in June 2001, during the visit of His
Holiness and Beatitude Catholicos-Patriarch of Geor-
gialliall on Cyprus.The host-country gladly accepted
this proposal and Georgian National Museum orga-
nized archaeological expedition that undertook six
consequential field excavation rounds throughout
the period of 2006-2010, two of which were carried
outin 2007. Excavations of 2006-2007 and 2010 were
headed by J. Gagoshidze, while field activities in 2008
and 2009 were lead by D. Mindorashuvili.

SR bt |,

Ghalia Mother of God Monastery is located in the
extreme western part of the island, in a distance
of 9 km East of the shore of Khrisokhu bay, in
hillocky area, some 5 km from the village oh
Ghailia, at an altitude of 280 m above the sea level,
on the right bank of the little stream that is

namesake of the village (Tab. |, 2).

Georgian annals mention the monastery for
several times. Earliest reference comes on the turn
of the 11-12-th centuries, while the latest one is
related to the events that took place in the 14-th
century. One document completed by the Vatican
representative in 1306 proves presence of Geor-
gian community at Ghalia. The document clams
that the head of the congregation was Georgian.
The year of 1460 is date of the last mentioning of
the monastery.The excavations have revealed that
no traces of monastic life can be seen beyond the

16-th century. However presence of Georgian

community in the monastery till the very end of
its existence has been proved absolutely positive.
The glazed bowel found within the ruins of the
monastery with Georgian inscription “SHEMETSIE”
on its bottom that means “grant me support”
indicates that Georgians were there till the very
day of abolition of the monastery.

Most probably the monastery was founded in the
10-th century, under the patronage of the rulers of
Tao-Klarjeti — rapidly rising country by those times.
Tri-conch configuration was the most appreciated
architectural shape there throughout the 9-10-th
centuries and the central building of the monas-
tery — Mother of God church - that is the earliest of
all other buildings as well - is the only structure
heaving that type of configuration all over the
Cyprus. As for the building technique it entirely
follows local traditions. Obviously the customers —
congregation of Georgian monks contracted buil-

ding of the church of traditional for them shape



to local constructors. Central structure of the tri-
conch monastery is an elongated (13.5 X 9.5 m)
building with the configuration (tab.1.1). Transition
of the sub-dome rectangle into the dome circle has
been provided through the pendentives. The
church had two entrances - one cut through the
western wall and another — through the southern
apse. Floor was paved with white marble slabs. The
church body is built with rubble stones submer-
ged into the lime mortar, except the western wall
made of neatly hewn stone cubs. The whole struc-

ture is foundation-free.

The church interior was fully adorned with mural
painting (Tab. VI, 3.4). It seems that the exterior was
painted as well - some traces of wall painting are still
noticeable on the surface of the northern wall of the
tri-conch. A painted cross can be seen on the exterior
of northern apse. Obviously the painting was perfor-
med by the experienced Byzantine artist of Comne-
nustimes, inthe 12-th century. A small chapel (7.5 x4.5)
with apse most probably devoted to St. George is
attached to the church from the North (tab. IX). This
supposition is backed by several Georgian inscrip-
tions on frescos mentioning St. George (tab. X), as
well as by St. George fresco right of the chapel
entrance (tab. X 1)where the saint is depicted on the
stallion spearing the dragon. This structure was
attached to the already build main church. Several
Georgian inscriptions performed in uncial letters
curved on stone slabs were found in ruins (tab. X 2),
coupled with the China ink uncial letter inscription
on the wall plaster in the interior that represents

perfect sample of Georgian calligraphicart (tab. X 4).

Avaulted portico has been attached to southern apse
of Mother of God church the two southern columns
of which were visible prior to commencement of
excavations. One of them bears inscriptions in
Georgian (tab. IV1).The inscriptions date the portico
sometime by the turn of the13-14-th centuries or
perhaps even by slightly earlier times. Clay pipeline

entering this safe heaven from the east was

Jdo&®0)I20 JI3CI30 LOER3OH3OI0)

supplying the monastery with potable water (tab.
I, 1, XIl 5). A rather large water reservoir-cistern
(10X3x6) excavated in the south-western corner of
the monastery complex (tab. XlI 2) was definitely
related with the clay pipeline. The reservoir is
primary compared to the pipe-work and most
probably was constructed sometime in the turn of

the 12-13-th centuries the latest.

Several pits with hydraulic plaster applied on their
walls being actively utilized during the earlier
periods of the monastery existance were found
during the excavations. They were used as the
potable water storing vessels accumulated during
the winter rainfalls (tab. |, 1, XII 6). Following con-
struction of the cistern/reservoir and provision of
the clay pipeline those pits had lost their initial
destination and were used as refusal ditches.

On the final stage of the existence of the monas-
tery destination of the cistern was altered (tab. XII ).
In the 14-15-th centuries the area southwards and
eastwards of the main church was used as a
cemetery. Apart of monk graves several laymen,
basically women and underage children were
buried there as well (tab. XII 1).

Remains of several residential and auxiliary
structures dated by the 18-19-th centuries were
excavated on the areas adjoining to the main
church from the south and south-west (tab. 1 1,XIll).
They were built long after the monastery had

ceased its existence.

Ceramics make the majority of archaeological
finds, however several bone, stone and metal
things were discovered as well, coupled with
glassware, Cyprian silver coins of the 13-14-th
sentries, communion bread clay forms/seals, a

stone inkpot, etc. (tab. XIV, XV).

The crypt arranged under St. Nickolas single-nave
church (11x4 m) built some 200 meters north-
eastwards of the main church was the main

ossuary of the local community. A chapel for

remembrance services was arranged over the
crypt. (tab. II, 1; XIX).

Material coming from the crypt s basically represented
by ceramics of 12-14-th centuries (tab. XX). There are
several samples of pottery produced in the 15-thand
first half of the 16-th century (tab. XX 8) as well. This
indicates that the crypt and the monastery were
abandoned simultaneously, after the 70-es of the 16-
th century. Apart of clay shreds several belt badges,
glass cosmetic trays, drinking cups, copper, bone and
nacre crosses (tab. XX, 15-21) and currency coined
under the Byzantine Emperors Nickiphoros Il
Votaniatos (1078-1081) (tab. XX, 9-12)), Manoilos |
Comnenus (1143-1180) (tab. XX, 13.) and the Lusignan
rulers of the island (tab. XX, 14.) were found.

A cell used by the hermit monk located in a distance
of 1 km eastwards of the monastery complex was
studied within the scope of expiation activities. It
contains two rooms one of which is the round-in-
shape rock-cut prayer space (tab. Il 3, XXI 1,2). A
postscript made under on of the psalms of the
Psalm Book copied in the turn of the 11-12-th
centuries reads about this very cell, where certain
monk of the Ghalia community states that this
particular psalm was copies in the cell located in a

distance of “two millions” from the monastery.

A watermill located in Galia River Gorge, some 200
meters south-westwards of the monastery is the
only auxiliary economic structure used by the
congregation (tab. I, 2, V). There is the legend told
by the locals that the mill was grinding the
monastery grain only and if others would try to

use the mill it would spotted instantly.

These are the basic findings of researches of the
Georgian monastery complex of Ghalia on Cyp-
rus. The excavations have revealed numerous
and various material, valuable for detailed study
of Georgian-Cyprian relations during the Middle
Ages.Hl
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COOPERATION WITH COUNCIL OF EUROPE

RUSUDAN MIRZIKASHVILI - TATIA GHVINERIA

fter the August 2008 conflict in co-
operation with the Georgian autho-
rities the Council of Europe initiated
and facilitated the elaboration of the pilot pro-
ject “Post Conflict Immediate Actions for Social
and cultural Revitalization of the Communities
and Cultural Environment in Gori Municipality

(Georgia)"

The aim of the project was to supply the central
and local government as well as international
organizations with the detailed plans, guidelines
and strategies that should direct the post-con-

flict rehabilitation of the region.

Taking into due consideration the guiding prin-
ciples of the Council of Europe in the field of cul-
tural heritage as well as the needs indicated by

the Georgian government the three indepen-

dent but complementary components were set

up in scopes of the project:

« Elaboration of the Guidelines for Repair and
Reconstruction Process of the Villages in the
Conflict Zone Adjacent Areg;

« Elaboration of the Plan for the Rehabilitation
of the Nikozi Monastery and the Village of
Zemo Nikozi;

- Elaboration of the Local and Regional Sustainable

Development Program of the Gori municipality;

The technical support of the project was com-
missioned to the National Agency for Cultural
Heritage Preservation of Georgia. As a result of
the project, thanks to the committment and
efforts of the Georgian and international experts
the following documents have been developed:
« Preliminary Technical Assessment;

« Guidelines for Repair and Reconstruction Process

of the Villages in the Conflict Zone Adjacent Area;
» Feasibility Study of the Nikozi Monastery;
» Reference Plan for the Rehabilitation of the
Village of Zemo Nikozi;
» Local and Regional Sustainable Development

Plan for the Municipality of Gori.

The documents were disaminated to the poten-
tial donor organizations and national and local
state institutions with a view to future imple-
mentation of the recommendations and actions

proposed within the documents.

The project also contributed to raising awareness
of the local communities on the diverce values of
the cultural heritage of their region. The lectures
for the local school children and the TV coverage
gave the opportunity to inform wider audience

in the villages and the whole region. l
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BAGRATI CATHEDRAL

GIA CHANISHVILI

Bagrati Cathedral being

e considered as one of the

most significant archi-

tectural monument of the Christian World was
inscribed in the UNESCO World Heritage List in
1994. For that particular moment the monu-
ments has been inscribed in the “as built”actual
state including all interventions carried out in
the scope of restoration activities that, with

variable intensity, had been implemented du-

ring the previous 40 years.

Those restorations executed in the second half
of the 20-th century were aimed at cleaning of
the monument’s structural units of all loose
parts, removing of derbies and extra soil from
the entire territory, stopping of destructive
processes and consolidation of structural re-
mains and better understanding of specifi-
cations of their external and internal parts. As a
result, for the early nineties of the last century
walls were almost totally restored, coupled with
tri-conch apses with conchs and partially
restored sub-dome columns. As for the porches
and north-western tower-like structure, all of

them were fully reconstructed either.

The design of full-scale restoration of Bagrati

cathedral has been worked out with the view

of reconstruction of the monument to its initial
state through strict adherence to the scientifi-
cally justified methodology utilized for the
most accurate detection of every project detail
and provision of free public access to the whole

amount of the documentation and drawings.

As for the implementation of the proposed
project, it should only be carried out if the con-
sent between the international and national
experts and broad public is reached. The
related documentation should be submitted to
all stakeholders and be considered by the UNES-
CO World Heritage Centre and World Heritage

Committee.

Through the process of detection of the initial
shape and configuration of the monument all
the project team members were involved in the
studies of compatibility of the missing parts of
the monument that are to be added to its
existing remains with the expected initial archi-

tectural shape of the structure.

The process of analyses has been based upon
the data obtained through the comprehensive
and detailed measuring of the remaining parts
of the structure carried out by the group of

restorers and on findings of general metrolo-

gical research of look-alike architectural monu-
ments conducted by the chief architect- res-
torer I. Gremelashvili. Besides the aforemen-
tioned studies proportions between the integral
elements of several other monuments contem-
poraneous to Bagrati Cathedral were calculated
as well. Results of the detailed research of the
remaining original parts of the structure as well
as of those found during the excavations, or
simply of fallen down segments, were also
used. Outcomes of desktop activities, compa-
rative studies and historical data analyze results
were utilizes as well, coupled with the conclu-
sions of other researches undertaken in the

related fields.

The Project Group frankly thinks that all the
outcomes of the aforementioned researches
and studies should be directed towards the
supreme goal - cognition and detection of the
initial shape and configuration of Bagrati Ca-
thedral. One thing is absolutely clear - full scale
restoration of the monument will be possible
only if initial features of the structure are
detected and defined closest to their original
state. This is true regarding both the facade and
the interior of the cathedral. Achievement of
this goal is possible only if every activity is

based on the scientific research results. B
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PROJECT FOR THE REHABILITATION
OF GELATI MONASTERY

KAKHA TRAPAIDZE

paper deals with the pro-

e ject for the rehabilitation

of Gelati Monastery, one

of the most significant monuments of Georgian
and world cultural heritage. The project was

commissioned in 2008 by the Ministry of Culture

and Monument Protection of Georgia.

SR bt |,

The paper briefly outlines the issues relating to
the monastery and the restoration/rehabilita-
tion philosophy developed by a project team,
which was staffed by a large number of profes-
sionals. The project elaborated entails all as-
pects essential for an integrated rehabilitation

and develops along several lines.

It is noteworthy that the approach chosen by
the team was innovative in the reality of post-
Soviet Georgia as it implied the development
of an integrated rehabilitation scheme with a
view to ensuring the future sustainability and

vitality of the site. Il
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KUTAISI MUSEUM

KETEVAN ASATIANI

then seven hun-
M O re dred pieces of
manuscripts are
deposited within the Section of Manuscripts of
Kutaisi State Historical Museum. They are
outstanding and unique both for their visual

values (part of them have embossed covers,

their majority is richly illustrated and adorned

with finest uncial letters) and their contents.
The collection includes distinctive original
works of ancient Georgian authors as well as
perfect translations — orthodox catechisms,
several lists of credendum, full version of the
Commentaries to the Gospel of St. Mathew
completed by John the Chrysostom, several

relatively late handwritten copies of Rusraveli's

33833390380 - 3(MLIIBNI&0

“The Knight in the Panther’s Skin”, an original
signature of Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani and many
other. These manuscripts created thanks to the
generous donations of Georgian Kings and
noblemen are priceless treasure for either
national or foreign scholars interested in the

history and culture of our country. i
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EXPOSITION IN GONIO MUSEUM

IRMA DOLIDZE

onio-Apsarus Archaeological-Archi-
tectural Museum-Reserve that depo-
sits the huge collection of 26 600
things was established in 1994. It was because
of lack of the exhibition space that almost all
items of the considerable collection, besides
only some of the exhibits presented in Batumi
State Museum, were stored, thus being to-
tally inaccessible and unknown for the broad

public.

Since the late 2008 the Museum-Reserve has
become the structural unit of the National
Agency for Preservation of Cultural Heritage of
Georgia. Within the scope of the State Program-
me for Preservation of Cultural Heritage for the
years of 2009 and 2010 several activities to-
wards study and rehabilitation of Gonio-Apsa -
rus fortress were planned and implemented by
the Agency. Particularly, archeological excava -
tions were carried out; project documentation
for the arrangement of infrastructure on the
territory of the museum-reserve was designed
and a building located inside the fortress was
reconstructed into the exhibition hall where all
the most valuable artifacts kept in the museum
stores until then were exhibited and became
accessible for all. The exhibition has been pla-

ned and prepared by the staff of the Moveable

SR bt |,

Monuments and Museum Collections Mana-
gement Unit of the National Agency in close
cooperation with the staff of the museum-
reserve and Model Studio Ltd. On 24-th of
August, 2010 the first exhibition was officially
opened in the newly refurbished exhibition hall

of the Museum-Reserve.

The Museum-Reserve covers the area of 4,75
hectares, where the ground abounds of the
ancient remains and artifacts. Paved walkways,
remains of residential and public structures and
bathhouses were revealed within the several
cultural layers excavated on the territory of the
fortress. All those remains are easily available
for the tourists who will be kindly guided by
local docents on the fortress territory, while the
well arranged and informative indoor exhibi-
tion revives long history of the area from the Il
Millennium BC till the late XIX c AD.

The exhibition hall is 128 m? in total. Apart of the
showcases, boards and interpretative and expla-
natory images and texts it contains an informa-
tion and marketing corner, where all are wel-
come to get information fliers considered useful
and interesting for the visitors and purchase the
latest booklets and other high quality publica-

tions about Georgia’s cultural heritage.

The exhibition has been enriched by several
visual and information material: documents,
photos reflecting moments of discovery of the
exhibits and of other remains found within the
fortress, several reconstructions and sketches.
All of them are of the great help for effective

presentation of the exhibited material.

The exhibition reveals the centuries-long histo-
ry of Gonio-Apsarus. It has been arranged chro-
nologically, where material related to different
historical periods is set in the consecutive order,
highlighting the specifications and particulari -
ties of each of the period. However, the earliest
stages of the history of Gonio-Apsarus are
closely linked with the myth of Argonaut al-
ways being the point of particular interest. That
is why the mythical events of Argonauts are pre-

sented as a separate segment of the exhibition.

In should be noted, that only very small part of
the Museum-Reserve has yet been studied
archaeologically. Commencement of systematic
and intense excavations of the area with possible
involvement of foreign specialists and experts
has always been the topical issue. Material
reflecting activities in that field concludes the first
exposition of Gonio collection arranged in the

new exhibition hall of the Museum-Reserve. &
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THE MODEL FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE SITE MANAGEMENT
NOKALAKEVI MUSEUM -RESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

IRMA DOLIDZE

useum-reserves constitute special

group of cultural heritage usually

including archeological sites, archi-
tectural monuments, religious, secular and
defensive complexes and museums with both
stored and exhibited thousands of artifacts.
Preservation, research, presentation, as well as
attraction of the new generation, are the main
functions of the museum-reserves.
Each of the museum-reserve is also responsible
for monitoring, assessment of the state of con-
servation and registration of monuments
within the area of their responsibility. In the
long run, museum-reserves cover the most
part of the country. Therefore, development of
flexible system of their management is one of

the crucial tasks of the moment.

Since 2009, National Agency for Cultural Heri-
tage Preservation of Georgia in the framework
of Norwegian-Georgian Collaboration has ini -
tiated the project for elaboration of the com-
prehensive management plan of Nokalakevi
Architectural-Archaeological Museum- Reserve.
The proposed plan strives for promotion, con-
servation and development of unique cultural
heritage located within the site. It also aims at
enhancement of management mechanisms,
facilitation of tourism and establishment of an

up-to-date informational/educational network.

SRR bt @
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Finally, the Plan will serve as a model for crea-
ting of the management plans for other museum-
reserves and complexes located in Georgia.

According to the general principles of site ma-
nagement, the Management Plans to be elabo-
rated separately for each of the museum-
reserves are perceived to become easily com-
patible integral parts and key instruments for

any regional development initiative.

Nokalakevi Museum-Reserve Management
Plan being focused on improvement of the site
management system is a document where each
of the planned action is arranged in time-space
order. It contains sections as follows: Documen-
tation and Conservation Action Plan (docu-
mentation of state of conservation and main-
tenance of the site, assessment of monuments
safety (fell out stones and other threats), on the
bases of conservation documentation that in -
clude elaborated conservation and rehabilita-
tion programs); Management, Monitoring and
Maintenance Action Plan (vegetation manage-
ment (vegetation as a preservation and an
aesthetic concern), that envisages creation of
the monitoring regime (including observation
over the visitors’ behavior, control of ruined
walls, vegetation, etc.); and Presentation,
Education, Information and Tourism Action

Plan (definition of on-site visitor’s routs/walk-

ways, rehabilitation of traditional wooden
house and development as a visitors’ informa-
tion centre, development of educational pro-
grams, support for souvenir and other traditio-
nal product manufacture for sale, and of
publication of scientific-popular literature and
production of documentary and short films on
Nokalakevi).

The museum is the integral part of the mu-
seum-reserve. Rich collection of artifacts (about
3330 pieces) discovered during archaeological
excavations in Nokalakevi is preserved here.
Chronologically the collection covers the
period from the Second Millennium BC till the
eighteenth century AD (Many of the artifacts
discovered here since1973 when the archaeo -
logical excavations were renewed are preser -
ved in Nokalakevi museum and Georgian
National Museum). Exhibition opened here in
1988 s still displayed. Therefore, reconstruction
of the museum and creation of the new
exhibition there is one of the essential parts of

the proposed Management Plan.

Nokalakevi Management Plan that is to be
completed in 2011 will hopefully become an
widely recognized persuasive document for the
management of cultural heritage sites in

Georgia. B
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“Yt0 KacaeTcs COBCTBEHHO aTPUYMOB, B TECHOM CMbIC/IE C/IOBA, TO UX COOTHOLUEHNS B LUMPVHY 1 B AIMHY NPUHVMAIOT TPOsIKIE GOPMbI: MPOMNOPLs NEPBOrO POAA COCTOWT B TOM,
4YTO WKMPUHE OTAAETCA TPW NATbIX [.]EJ'IQHI/IIh ANVHbI. I'Ile BTOpPOM poje I'IpOI'IOpL[I/IVI WnpuHe NpefocTaBnAeTca ABe TPeTn ANTNHbDI. TpeTI/IVI poa I'IpOI'IOpLLI/IIh nony4aetca cneayowmm
06paszom: WKpKHa NPeBpaLLaeTcs B CTOPOHbI KBaApaTa, AMaroHasb KOTOPOro onpeaensieT AnvHy atpryma’.
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OSHKI CATHEDRAL

IVANE GREMELASHVILI

the very first sta-
F rO I ' | ges of develop-
ment of archi-
tecture into the separate branch of art and
knowledge all artists had constantly been stri-
ving for creation of the organized and arranged
in order structures — the most impressive and
original forms of perception.
Even all ancient masters came across the un-
derstanding that only creative intuition hardly
was enough for creation of perfect samples and
masterpieces of art. Several mathematical, geo-
metric and philosophic concepts of propor-
tions and ratio were composed; Human body
was considered as the original source for all
perfect forms and stainless proportions and
that's why all units of measure no matter how
different for each epoch and in each nation,

had one common feature - all they were of
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anthropometric origins. All systems of propor -
tion and all numbers were attributed to the di-
vine spheres and were considered as bearers of
magic meanings reflecting natural and comic
order and proportions.

Many original works of scholars, scientists and
architects have been devoted to the researches
of appropriateness within the systems of
proportions existing in the world and in the
universe. For understanding of the utilized
schemes please let me refer to one paragraph
of the famous work“Ten Books on Architecture”
of the Ancient Roman architect Marcus Vitru-
vius Pollio: “Regarding the atriums in the nar-
rower sense of the word, their width and length
ratio may be arranger in threefold shape, the
first of which is the proportion when the width
is three-fifths of its length; the second possible

proportion is when the width is two-thirds of

the length. The third possible ratio is attained
when the width collides with the sides of
square the diagonal line of which corresponds
with the atrium length!”

The architect of Oshki cathedral was for sure
well aware of all fundamental principles known
in architecture coupled with all long-trusted
and newest achievements in engineering and
construction art and by all means was highly
skillful in all means of drawing graphical
sketches and layouts.

The proposed material is only the outset of the
in-depth research the ultimate findings of
which will be highly helpful in understanding
of aesthetics dominant in Tao-Klarjeti architec-
tural tradition and of technical means utilized
there for implementation of theoretical know-
ledge accumulated in this particular Architec-

tural School. B
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REWARDING OF THE ADVANCED RESTORERS

28-th of December, 2009
e was a memorable day for
the staff of the National

Agency for Preservation of Cultural Heritage of
Georgia, when the Director General of the Agen -
cy, Mr. Nikoloz Vacheishvili handed awards to
the distinguished personalities — matured pro -
fessionals for their enormous input in the field
of restoration of the monuments of cultural
heritage of Georgia. Namely the restorers Mr.
Malakia Dvali, Guram Cheishvili, Jemal Khu-

tsishvili, Gogotur Misriashvili and the engi -
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3oMmo. mmbobdngds, 3oM©s Igam©mMgdabs,
9b@gMs(300-Mgadamods(300b bgggMmdo dm -
e Bemgd3n gobgmmo badymdomgdal ghomggatn
563560803 gobmesn. M

neer-constructor Mr. Giorgi Gordeladze were
awarded the honorary certificates and lump

sum prizes.

The ceremony was held in the newly opened
exhibition area of the National Agency for
Preservation of Cultural Heritage of Georgia.
Besides the solemnity of the event it was a sort
of the reporting for the activities carried out in
the recent years in the field of restoration and
rehabilitation on the monuments of cultural

heritage. B
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AGENCY PUBLICATIONS

romotion of cultural heritage of Geor-
gia has initially been one of the high -
est priorities of the National Agency
for Preservation of Cultural Heritage of Georgia.
Preparation and consequential edition of par -
ticular publications is considered to be one of
the key means towards the achievement of this

goal. Hence, within the scope of the State Pro-
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gram for Preservation of Cultural Heritage se-
veral publications were carried out that are as
follows: a catalogue —“Elene Akhvlediani in Pri-
vate Collections”; guide-books “Vardzia Historical-
Architectural Museum-Reserve”, "Didi Mtskheta
Historical Archeological Museum-Reserve”and
“Uplistsikhe Historical-Architectural Museum-

Reserve”, albums - “Rehabilitation of Monu-
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ments of Cultural Heritage in Georgia”and “Mo-
numents of Cultural Heritage in Georgia” A
book about Oshki Cathedral was published as
well. As for the albums “Petre Otskheli 1907-
1937"and “Charm of Old Thilisi (Entrance Halls)’,
they were published repeatedly. All these pu-
blications reveal the latest findings in the field

of cultural heritage. ®
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